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Hvao ef... pad er astaeoda til pess ad folk
hefur gaman af pvi ad spyrja ,,hvao ef“?

Bl <Boken () er blinten inteliekiell ek, samtidig som
Al - den bidrar bl 3 oke forstielsen for de fakaorer som styrer

Historien ol
o] det som ikke skjedde

Kontrafaktisk historie
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Hvaod ef... allt hefdi fario a annan veg i
mannkynssogunni?

» Kledpatra, Persar og Grikkir, Karl XII.,
bandariska borgarastyrjoldin, Hitler og
Churchill, Kennedy, Gorbatsjov, Bush og Gore.

* Www.uchronia.net

« www.alternatehistory.com

« Counterfactual history, alternate history

« Hjdsaga, efsaga

* Snyst um timamot og tilviljanir: ,hin leidin farin®
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http://www.uchronia.net/
http://www.alternatehistory.com/

Hvad ef... allt hefdi fario 4 annan veqg 1 lifi
einstaklings ?

,Slgurbjorg segist stundum hugsa til pess hvernig
allt gekk upp petta kvold. ,Ef bioferoinni hefoi ekki
verio frestad, ef amma og afi hefou ekki haett vid
matinn og ef ég hefdi gefio pabba eitthvad annao
en flokin heyrnartdl i jolagjof, pa hefoi petta ef til
vill ekki fario svona vel.™

,EQg reyni ad lifa lifinu til fulls“, Morgunbladid 27. mai 2012
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Hvad ef... pad mun verdoa fram ad koma
sem aetlao er?

» Veltur pangad sem vera vill um
flesta hluti.”
Gunnlaugs saga Ormstungul.

¢ ... €r petta ekki einhver
fanytasta idja sagnfreedinga?
Verdur gaman ad sja hvernig pu
snyro pig ur pessul!l”
Athugasemd & Facebook, 24. jan.
2013.
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Hvad ef... sagnfraedingar legoust ekKki
svo lagt ao spyrja ,,hvad ef“?

* Leopold von Ranke, E. H. Carr,
E. P. Thompson

Geschichten-
scheissenschlopft




Sagnfraeol snyst um pao sem geraoist,
ekki pao fjolmarga sem geroist ekKki

« History is ... a record of what people did, not
what they failed to do.”
E. H. Carr, What is History?

» ,Whatifness can consume us when studying
political and military history.”
William lan Miller, Losing It, bls. 200.
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Lidin tio skrumskeeld, hio faranlega sett
til jafns vio hid mogulega




Skil stadreynda og skaldskapar mao ut,
ykt vaegi einstaklinga og atburda

DEAD  When | think of the Iindividual, |
CERTAINTIES am always inclined to see him
Imprisoned within a destiny In
which he himself has little hand.”

Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean, bls.
1244,

* .l detest him [Churchill]. The

ordinary man won the war.™
Martin Gilbert, In Search of Churchill, bls. 4.




Haegri sinnud gamaldags sagnfraeoi,
oOmerkileg markaossjonarmio

... the appearance of so many books advocating
the return of chance and contingency to history is

not ... a matter of chance and contingency itself.”

Richard Evans, ,Telling it like it wasn't®, Historically Speaking
5/4 (mars 2004), bls. 12.

e ... prominent role in airport bookshops®, ... a

good departure-lounge yarn.”

Jeremy Black, What if, bls. vii, Niall Ferguson (ritstj.), Virtual
History, bls 7.
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Hvao ef...
gagnrynendurnir hafa rangt fyrir sér?

« Hvao ef pad ma nota efsdguadferdina til ao atta
Sig betur a pvi sem geradist i raun?

« Hvao ef vido geetum okkar bara a pvi ao tynast
ekki 1 6llu pvi oteljandi sem hefdi getad gerst?

« Hvao ef vid einblinum a pad liklega en horfum
framhja pvi fjarleega og faranlega?

« Hvao ef sagnfraedi verour ekki ,,06fraedileg® um
leid og hun verdur ,skemmtileg”?
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Hvad ef inuditar hefdou sest hér ao?

* »Paol er slaemt fyrir ykkur ad Eskimoar skyldu
ekki bua 1 landinu ad fornu: landnemarnir hefou

laert mikio af peim.™

Gordon Childe. Bjérn borsteinsson, A fornum sl6dum og
nyjum, bls. 127.
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Hvao ef norreenir menn hefdu haslao sér
vOoll i Vesturheimi?

 ,... | as a twentieth-century American might now be
writing this book in an old Norse-based language
like modern Icelandic or Faeroese, rather than in
English.”
Jared Diamond, Collapse, bls. 210.

» ,988 CE: The first American republic, so to speak,
IS established ... In the coming years, it will grow

wealthy on trade with the interior.”
s, NP//www.alternatehistory.com/discussion/showthread.php?t=852
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http://www.alternatehistory.com/discussion/showthread.php?t=8526
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Hvao ef landsmenn hefou ekki gengist
undir Gamla sattmala?

« Petta eru einhver hryllilegustu mistok i samnings-

gerd sem hafa verid gero fra pvi ario1262."

David Oddsson. ,/Atla ad deema pjodina“, Morgunbladid 5. juli
2009 (viotal).

» ,Landsmenn seldu sig konungi & vald meo Gamla
sattmala 1262. Hvao ef peir hefou vitad hinar
gridarlegu breytingar sem framundan voru meo
upplausn norska rikisins?”

.. Hallur Hallsson, http://www.amx.is/pistlar/1781/
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http://www.amx.is/pistlar/1781/
http://www.amx.is/pistlar/1781/

Hvad ef Islendingar hefdu sest ad vid
sjavarsiouna?

,Hvad hefdi gerst ef ...
homlur og bonn [a hjona-
band] hefou verio afnumin?
Voru pau eingbngu hemill a
efnahagslegar framkvaemdir

eoda voru pau ill naudsyn vio

rikjandi adsteeour?”

Inga Huld Hakonard®ottir, Fjarri hlyju
hjonasaengur, bls. 276.

Sild unnin i Amsterdam vid
upphaf 17. aldar.
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Hvao ef pjoédin hefoi verio flutt a
Jotlandsheidar i MOOouharoindunum?

,Svona feerdi 18. 6ldin Islendinga
a alla vegu fram a barm
ginnungagapsins, er svelgir i sig
pjédirnar og leetur paer hverfa ur
tolu hinna lifandi, og parna skildi

NUn vio pa svona a sig komna,
nad matti segja ad varla munadi
narsbreidd ad Islendingar veer
alveg horfnir ur tolu pjodanna.”

Jon Sigurdsson, 1866

Skaftareldar | syn
Asgrims Jonssonar
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Hvad ef Island hefdi ordid hluti
Bretaveldis?

JA timabilinu 1785-1815 voru & dofinni margar
radagerdir um breytingar a réttarstodu Islands.
Ymist var raett um pad ad Bretar keyptu Island af
DOnum, ad skipti yroi & landinu og 6orum
landsvaeoum sem danska stjornina hafoi ahuga a

eda Bretar taekju Island med hervaldi.

Anna Agnarsdottir, ,Radagerdir um innlimun Islands i Bretaveldi a
arunum 1785-1815%, Saga 17 (1979), bls. 5.
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Hvao ef jarnbrautir hefou verio lagoar og
virkjanir reistar vio upphaf 20. aldar?

Urridafoss-
virkjun
- Saeters-

JIslendingar heféu
purft ad komast af
stad meo orkufrekan moens.
idnad, pegar a fyrstu | e 1918
aratugum aldarinnar, eins og Norémenn gerou. Ef
bad hefdl ordig, veeri storigjan fyrir |longu oroin

innlendur atvinnuvegur, med innlendu fjarmagni.”

Johannes Nordal. ,Folk er farid ad meta gildi stodugleikans”,
Morgunbladid 1. jali 1993.
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Hvad ef bjodverjar hefdu hernumid Island
sumario 19407?

,EQ hef att samtal vio mann
sem ungur ad arum hreifst af
morgu af pvi sem geroist a
fyrstu arum Pridja rikisins i
byzkalandi. Pegar hann sa i
nvaoda farveg pad samfélag
oroaadist spurdi hann sig aftur
og aftur hvort hann hefai tekid
patt i pvi ollu...”

Styrmir Gunnarsson, Hrunadans og horfio fe, ) . )
bls. 142. lkarus-azetlunin. bor

Whitehead, island i hers
hondum, bls. 37.




Hvad ef Alpydulydveldid Island hefdi
oraoio til eftir byltingu eda innras?

 ,Landid yrdi smam saman russnesk herskipa- og

veidistod. Og sennilega yroi breytt um nafn a pvi.’
Kristjan Albertsson, ,Hird Krusjeffs & Islandi“, Morgunbladid 20.
janf 1959.

- _Hi® unga fullveldi Islands og sidar lydveldi stod
Svo teept ad engu matti muna ... [og] voru
byltingarmenn adeins harsbreidd fra pvi ad na

eetlunarverki sinu.”
_ »,Mognud bok®, Morgunbladio 22. des. 2010 (forystugrein)
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Hvad ef Kubudeilan hefdi leitt til kjarn-

orkuarasar a Island? e

A\ Whar- If History of the

Cuban Missile Crisis

Agust Valfells, ,Um ahrif
nutimahernadar a
Islendinga“ (1963)




Hvad ef bruninn a bingvollum hefdi oroid
1964 en ekki 19707

peir menn eru afreksmenn,
sem hefjst upp ur old sinni og
benda pj6d eda pjooum a leidir
til framfara og umbéta. A peim
hvilir forsja mannkyns. beir
Kippa pjooum fram um set. beir

valda aldahvorfum.”
Pall Eggert Olason, Jon Sigurdsson I, bls.

5-6.
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Hvad ef varoskip hefdi sokkio i
borskastriounum?

‘... Imyndio ykkur hvad hefoi
gerst ef ad Oll ahofn Tys hefol
bara fario ... bao hefoi allt
oroio vitlaust og ég hefoi ekki
viljad vera i breska :
sendiradinu i Reykjavik pa...” = \
http://www.hugi.is/saga/greinar/298023/ '

hvad-hefdi-gerst-hefdi-vardskipinu-ty-
verid-sokkt-6-mai-1976/

-
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Hvao ef Icesave-dellunni hefdi lokido med
samningum 2009-20117

 ,bad var eins gott ad vid * ,Ritgerd um Icesave-

forum i pad 2009 ad deiluna: EFTA-
safna undirskriftum.” domstollinn hefoi liklega
Eirikur Svavarsson, daemt okkur i vil.”
Indefence, 28. jan. 2013 Www.visir.is 28. jan. 2013, K.
o ...en efvid hefum nu 10:31
tapad?” » Vilja ad Icesave-satt
Steingrimur J. Sigfasson, 28. verai rift, ,faranlegt”
Jan. 2013 segir rikisstjornin.
www.dv.is 28. jan. 2013,

kl.14:58


http://www.visir.is/
http://www.dv.is/

Ja, hvao ef ... pad er i raun gott ad hugsa
um pao sem hefdi getao gerst?

* pad ma nota efsdguaodferoina til ad atta sig
betur & pvi sem geroist i raun.

* VI0 purfum bara ad geeta okkar a pvi ao tynast
ekki 1 6llu pvi oteljandi sem hefdl getao gerst.

* Vio purfum lika ad einblina a pao liklega en
horfa framhja pvi fjarleega og faranlega.

« Sagnfraedi verour ekki ,,0fraedileg” um leiod og
“ hun verdur ,skemmtileg”.
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Gaman er gott —
og Ollu gamni fylgir nokkur alvara

| am struck by how
frequently counterfactual
Issues and perspectives
help seminars to come
alive and also serve the

valuable goal of underlining the extent of
options, the impact of contingency and the

difficulty of judgement...”
Jeremy Black, What If? Bls. 185.
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,Beam me up, Scotty“ — en gerou pao
a truverougan hatt

,The problem in the J.J.
Abrams directed Star Trek film
IS that they decided to play
around with science that has
been established as fact and
for some strange reason make

it totally unbelievable.”

,9 Changes That Would Improve J.J.
Abrams’ Star Trek 2°, http://what[-]
culture.com/film/5-changes-that-would-
Improve-j-j-abrams-star-trek-2.php
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Ef a ef ofan — ekki lita langt yfir skammt

Sidasta spyrnan: John
Terry mistekst ad tryggja
Chelsea sigur i
meistaradeildinni i
knattspyrnu karla 2009
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,2Hvernig hefdi veraldarsagan
breyst ef Gelimer Vandala-
kongur hefoi ekki fenglc’i half-

gert taugaafall vio ad sj
sinn latinn a vigvelli na
Karpagod ario 533 sem

a broour
aegt
eiddi til

bess ao hinir germonsku
Vandalar tépuou orrustu gegn

Bysansmonnum?“
Skakki turninn 7/1 (2008), bls.

58—-62



Efsaga notuo til ad syna hvada kostir
voru i bodi, hvao folk ottadist
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Efsaga notud
til ad visa henni a bug

,Kjarninn i malflutningi Boulhosu er ad haldbaer rok
skorti til pess ao lita & framgang konungsvalds a
Islandi sem afmarkadan sdgulegan atburd eda
naesta formalalaus umskipti; pvert & moti hnigi 6ll rok
til pess ao islenskt samfélag og norskt konungsvald
hafi vaxio saman a longum tima og atburaoir
prettandu aldar marki pannig afanga i peirri proun
fremur en rof eda fravik.”

wm, ViO@r Palsson, ,Konungsvald og aristokratia i Noregi®, Saga 50/1
gj,\;):z HASKOLI ISLANDS (2012) bls. 180.



Efsaga notud til ad syna ao betur hefoi
getao fario (eda verr) = weiwssiine v

Number one bestselling author of The Hippopotamus S I E I H E N

ERY

£ DAY N ZOED TH Ox il
WHAT IF YOU COULD CHANGE IT BACK?

‘Stephen Fry at his ewinkling best’ Sunday Times
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Efsaga notud til ad syna ao verr hefol
getao fario

« Eftir ad sjalfsteedi vannst 1964 heyrdist ad ill-
skarra hefoi verio ao vera afram undir veldi Dana-
konungs; pa hefdu handritin verid afhent Islend-
ingum i stad pess ad liggja enn a British Library.”

 Pegar knattspyrnulandslioio fékk hina viofreegu og
hadulegu utreid gegn Bretum, 28-1 1 dgust 1967,
sdgou menn hefdum vid verid undir nylendustjorn
Dana hefdi tapid adeins oroid helmingi minna.”
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Efsaga notud til ad syna ao breytt atvik
hefou vart breytt meginpréoun mala

JEr ekki liklegt ad Islendingar
hefou hvort ed er slitio 6llu
riklasambandi vio Danmorku
um miobik 20. aldar, alveg
ohao pvi hvort peir felldu

uppkastio eda ekki?" Frank P. Harvey,
Gunnar bor Bjarnason, Upp meo Explaining the Iraq
fanann! Bls. 301. War: Counterfactual

Theory, Logic and
Evidence.
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Efsaga notud til ad utskyra pad sem
geroist i raun

,When | make a counterfactual statement, for
iInstance If Napoleon had not invaded Russia he
would not have ended up on St Helena, ,| invoke an
Imaginary state of affairs, but my purpose IS to say

something about the real world; [
namely that invading Russiawas | & i~
a critical mistake of Napoleon®. | . * ~

Marie-Laure Ryan, ,Fiction, Cognition,
and Non-Verbal Media“, bls. 15.
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Efsaga hjalpar okkur ad meta veegi
atburoa til lengri tima

» ,It can be maintained that the most important
decision ever made about Iceland’s fate was

the one that allowed the eating of fish in lent.”
Gunnar Karlsson, Iceland’s 1100 Years, bls. 110.

» Einn vodalegasti atburdur Islandssdgunnar er
storbruninn i Kaupmannahofn haustio 1728, er
litlu munadi ad gervallt handritasafn Arna

Magnussonar yrai eldi ad brad.”
e, Mar Jonsson, [ritdomur], Saga 44/1 (2006), bls. 256.
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Efsaga hjalpar okkur ao skilja logmal og
Oreiou alheims og lidinnar tioar

 ,Quantum physics shows that it is in the nature of
reality to be unpredictable. At the smallest levels,

reality has something fuzzy about it.”
David Christian, Maps of Time, bls. 467.

 ,The tree of history has no ,true” or ,necessary” or
Jpredetermined” or ,fixed” shape. Neither has it an
infinite variety of branchings without law or pattern

or mutual support and interrelation.”
q‘“....g,,Sidney Hook, The Hero in History, bls. 96-97.
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Hver er sinnar gaefu smiour

,Mennirnir skapa sjalfir sogu sina, en peir skapa
nana ekki ao vild sinni, ekki vio skilyroi sem peir
nafa sjalfir valio, heldur vio pau skilyroi sem peir
nitta fyrir sér, peim eru fengin, peir hljota 1 arf.”

Karl Marx (Sigfus Dadason pyddi) ,Atjiandi brumaire LUdviks
Bonaparte“. Karl Max og Friedrich Engels, Urvalsrit Il (Reykjavik:
Heimskringla, 1968), bls. 119.
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